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Dr. B. Kishore,
Assistant Commissioner (CD)

Room No. 211, D wing

Telefax No. 011-2301-7669

E:M ail- a c fu(il),n b. ni c,ill

D.O.22020/9/2003-CH -

GAV~~I.'32giat r
Government of India
Ministry of Health & Family W~lfare
Nirman Bhavan, New Delhi -11J0 011

Dated: September 30~ 2003

Subject: Introduction of Hepatitis B Vaccination in India -Annual Progress j port and

Application for Expansion in Additional Districts

Dear Dr. Godal,

The vaccine requirement for iear 2004 and beneficiaries targeted for year 2f' 4 according

to this multiyear plan are stat d in the Annual Progress Report (under point .1 and 3.2)

enclosed with our letter.
,



The minutes of the ICC meeting in December 2002 and April 2003, where the
ICC members had agreed to cover all the infants in the selected 15 cities, due to
the logistical and practical problems in reaching urban slum children only through
a few designated centers. This is in continuation to our response sent by the
Assistant Commissioner Child Health, Government of India on June 30t\1, 2003.

..

The infants / families in slums where the Hepatitis B vaccination has begun, often
access services from faci}ities not necessarily in the urban slums, but in whatever
urban center is more accessible to them. Therefore, there is a demand frpm
officials in these cities to be allowed to expand supplies of Hepatitis B !

vaccination to all eligible infants accessing services from all urban health centers /

posts.

This will allow access and increased coverage for all newborn infants in the cities.
It should be emphasized that this move will allow greater coverage of newborns
in low-income families, since these urban primary health centers in the public
sector are accessed largely by low income and resource constrained families,
since higher income groups use largely the private sector in the urban ateas.

.

.

The revised calculations of expected beneficiary infants is based on population
figures of the Census 2001, the latest birth rate and district-wise evaluated
immunization coverage as per the Rapid Household Survey conducted under the
RCH project of the Government of India.

As mentioned in the form of anticipated vaccines in stock at the beginning of the
year under point 3.2 of the Annual Progress Report enclosed with this letter, we
are taking due note and caution to revise the vaccine requirement annually, based
on actual consumption reported from the field and the balance stock available.

.

Thanking you and best regards,

Yours sincerely,

gA-~,,~-t.~~.)
Dr. B. Kishore

Assistant Commissioner Child Health
Department of Family Welfare
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